aged 11 (at operation). Hi8tory.-When a baby, 3 days old, the buttocks and perineum were severely burnt by a hot-water bottle and the infant nearly died. Healing was followed by severe constriction of the anus and loss of control and power of voluntary defaecation. The bowels were opened with enemas. On several occasions just previous to operation there was a severe hold-up in the colon and large masses were subsequently evacuated by copious enemas. The abdomen was always distended.
!Bectton of $urgorp SUB-SECTION OF PROCTOLOGY President-J. P. LoCKHART-MUMMERY, F.R.C.S. [February 9, 1938] Plastic Operation for Traumatic Anal Atresia.-Sir CHARLES GORDON-WATSON, K.B.E., F.R.C.S., and Sir HAROLD GILLIES, C.B.E., F.R.C.S. M. D. H., aged 11 (at operation). Hi8tory.-When a baby, 3 days old, the buttocks and perineum were severely burnt by a hot-water bottle and the infant nearly died. Healing was followed by severe constriction of the anus and loss of control and power of voluntary defaecation. The bowels were opened with enemas. On several occasions just previous to operation there was a severe hold-up in the colon and large masses were subsequently evacuated by copious enemas. The abdomen was always distended.
Condition before operation.-Extensive scarring in the perineum, pin-point anus drawn downwards to same level as ischial tuberosities. Abdomen distended.
Operation8.-(l) May 13, 1935: Laparotomy. Colon very much dilated and hypertrophied (megacolon). Colostomy.
(2) May 31, 1935: Plastic operation (Sir Harold Gillies). Incision round the anus through all layers of the scar. As the knife cut through to the fatty layer the scar tissue receded on each side to a considerable distance, laterally and posteriorly. When further scar tissue had been excised round the anal margin, the anus contracted and assumed a natural position. The raw area thus produced on each buttock was about 4 in. x 5 in. Two large skin grafts were taken from the thigh and lightly sewn into position. Long ends of the sutures were tied over sponge-gauze pressure. The grafts were satisfactory.
July 29, 1935: The patient, a woman aged 50, was operated on by the late Mr. W. S. Perrin in July 1934 for a small rectal tumour which was considered to be an adenoma and was removed by local measures.
